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SELECTIONS  FOR 
LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY. 


Born  February  13,  1809, 


We  rest  in  peace  where  his  sad  eyes 
Saw  peril,   strife  and  pain  ; 
His  was  the  awful  sacrifice 
And  ours  the  priceless  gain. 

Whittier. 


Chronology  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

February  12,  1809.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  near  Hod- 
densville,  Kentucky,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Rolling 
Fork.     His  home  was  the  plainest  of  log  cabins. 

1817.  Removed  to  southern  Indiana,  near  Gentry ville.     Here 

the  family  felled  the  trees  and  erected  a  one-room 
house. 

1818.  The  mother  sickened  and  died  without  medical  attend- 

ance. 

1825.  Ended  school-days  at  Pigeon  Creek,  Indiana. 

1830.  Removed  to  a  farm  near  Salem,  Illinois. 

1833.  Captain  in  the  Black  Hawk  War. 

1835.  Engaged  in  business  in  New  Salem. 

1836.  Elected  to  the  Legislature. 
1842.  Married  Mary  Todd. 
1846.  Elected  to  Congress. 

1861.     Inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States. 

April  12,  1861.     First  gun  was  fired  at  Fort  Sumter. 

January  i,  1863.     Signed  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

July  2-3-4,  1863.  Battle  of  Gettysburg  and  Surrender  of 
Vicksburg. 

1864.      Re-elected  President. 

April  9,  1865.     Surrender  at  Appomattox  Court  House. 

April  14,  1865.  Assassinated  while  watching  a  performance 
in  Ford's  Theater. 


The  Characteristics  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

PATRIOTISM. 

Lincoln's  life  was  consecrated  to  his  country.  He  loved  peace,  but 
he  loved  his  country  more.  By  his  sterling  integrity  to  thought  and 
conviction,  by  untiring  industry  and  by  his  deep  love  for  his  fellow  man, 
he  rose  from  obscurity  to  the  first  place  in  the  nation,  and  has  become 
the  priceless  heritage  of  every  American.  He  lived  to  prove  that  the 
first  and  last  duty  of  every  citizen  is  loyalty  to  his  country. 

AMBITION   AND   INDUSTRY. 

Lincoln  so  strongly  desired  an  education  that  he  read  and  studied  all 
the  books  that  he  could  obtain.  After  working  in  the  fields  with  rake 
and  hoe  from  dawn  to  dark,  he  sat  for  hours  reading  by  no  other  light 
than  burning  pins-knots. 

PERSEVERANCE. 

Hardships  could  not  discourage  the  purpose  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
He  clearly  thought  out  what  he  wished  to  accomplish  and  worked  hope- 
fully and  diligentl}'  toward  it.  He  was  of  humble  parentage,  and  had  no 
influential  friends  to  help  him,  but  b}-  true  worth  he  came  to  be  called 
"  The  Savior  of  his  Couutry." 

HONESTY. 

There  was  nothing  that  Lincoln  feared  but  doing  wrong.  He  was 
open  and  candid  in  all  his  dealings.  He  was  a  plain,  honest  and  prudent 
man.  In  his  political  career  he  concealed  nothing  from  public  inspec- 
tion ;  he  submitted  his  plans  to  the  public  and  took  the  people  into  his 
coufidence. 

INTEGRITY. 

Many  of  his  contemporaries  excelled  Lincoln  in  eloquence  and 
culture,  but  none  excelled  him  in  the  fine  qualities  of  the  soul.  He 
conducted  himself  in  such  a  way  that  all  criticism  was  disarmed. 

I,OVE. 

Lincoln  served  mankind.  He  did  not  seek  glory  or  personal  power. 
He  lifted  up  the  lowly  and  made  their  cause  his  own.  He  knew  and 
loved  men.  He  saw  the  best  in  the  souls  of  men,  and  with  purity  and 
steadfastness  of  purpose  he  loved  the  nation.  When  news  of  his  death 
came  multitudes  shed  tears  because  common  manhood  had  lost  a  kins- 
man. 


Abraham  Lincoln's  Words. 

HIS  MOTHER. 

"All  that  I  am  or  hope  to  be,  I  owe  to  1115^  angel  mother." 

THE   HOI^Y   BIBI,E. 

"  In  reference  to  the  Great  Book,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
it  is  God's  gift  to  man.  All  the  good  from  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  is  communicated  to  us  through  this  Book." 

PRAYER. 

"I  have  been  driven  many  times  upon  -avj  knees  by  the 
overwhelming  conviction  that  I  have  nowhere  else  to  go.  My 
own  wisdom  and  that  of  all  about  me  seemed  insufficient." 

FAITH. 

"Let  us  have  faith  that  right  makes  might,  and  in  that 
faith  let  us  to  the  end  dare  to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it." 

A   TRIBUTE   TO   WOMANHOOD. 

"In  this  extraordinary'  war  extraordinary  developments 
have  manifested  themselves,  such  as  have  not  been  seen  in 
former  wars;  and,  among  these  manifestations,  nothing  has 
been  more  remarkable  than  these  fairs  for  the  relief  of  suffering 
soldiers  and  their  families,  and  the  chief  agents  in  these  fairs 
are  the  women  of  America  ! 

"  I  am  not  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  language  of  eulogy. 
I  have  never  .studied  the  art  of  paying  compliments  to  women; 
but  I  must  say  that,  if  all  that  has  been  said  b}-  orators  and 
poets  since  the  creation  of  the  world  in  praise  of  women  were 
applied  to  the  women  of  America,  it  would  not  do  them  justice 
for  their  conduct  during  the  war. 

"  I  will  close  b}'  saying,  God  bless  the  women  of  America!" 

Abraham  Lincoln. 


For  Declamation. 

His  towering  figure,  sharp  and  spare, 
Was  with  such  nervous  tension  strung 
As  if  on  each  strained  sinew  swung 

The  burden  of  a  people's  care. 


His  changing  face,  what  pen  can  draw? 

Pathetic,   kindly,  droll  or  stern  ; 

And  with   a  glance  so  quick  to  learn 
The  inmost  truth  of  all  he  saw. 

Charles  G.  Halpine. 


The  form  is  vanished  and  the  footsteps  still. 

But  from  the  silence  lyincoln's  answers  thrill  : 

"Peace,   charity  and  love!"    In  all  the  w^orld's  best  needs 

The  master  stands  transfigured  in  his  deeds. 

Sherwood. 


His  country  saved,  his  work  achieved, 
He  boasted  not  of  what  he'd  done  ; 

But  rather  in  his  goodness  grieved 
For  all  sad  hearts  beneath  the  sun. 

G.  Martin. 


Heroic  soul,  in  homel}"  garb  half  hid. 

Serene,   sagacious,   melancholy,   quaint ; 
What  he  endured  no  less  than  what  he  did 

Has  reared  his  monument  and  ci'owned  him  saint. 

J.  T.  Trowbridge. 


Prose  Selections. 

The  month  of  February  contains  two  great  days  —  days 
that  commemorate  the  two  most  thrilling  and  imperial  figures 
in  our  American  history.  There  could  not  possibly  be  two 
more  opposite  and  dissimilar  types ;  the  one  with  all  the 
advantages  of  high  station,  culture  and  fine  breeding,  refine- 
ment and  gracious  surroundings,  unspoiled,  as  gracious  as  the 
humblest  among  us  all. 

And  then,  that  other ;  that  singular  and  incomparable 
character  of  whom,  when  anybody  tells  something  more  about 
his  young  life,  you  get  a  sense  of  how  fine  and  high,  amid  all 
his  poverty  and  hardship,  it  was.  How  truly  noble  that  other 
was  —  our  own  lyincoln  ! 

What  was  it  that  made  these  two  men  great ;  one  with 
inheritances  to  make  greatness  of  an  external  kind,  the  other 
with  only  the  simple  ruggedness  of  a  great  character  ?  What 
but  this:  That  each  one  held  himself,  first  of  all,  as  a  ser^^ant 
of  the  Power  above  him,  and,  sitting  in  the  high  chair  of  state, 
sat  there  remembering  alwaj'S  that  he  was  a  servant  of  the 
people,  and  only  that  because  he  was  the  servant  of  God. 

Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Potter. 


It  is  the  glory  of  Lincoln  that  having  almost  absolute 
power,  he  never  abused  it,  except  on  the  side  of  merc3^ 

Wealth  could  not  purchase,  power  could  not  awe  this 
divine,  this  loving  man. 

He  knew  no  fear  except  the  fear  of  doing  wrong.  Hating 
slavery,  pitying  the  master, — seeking  to  conquer,  not  persons, 
but  prejudices, —  he  was  the  embodiment  of  self-denial,  the 
courage,  the  hope  and  the  nobilit}^  of  a  nation.  He  raised  his 
hands,  not  to  strike,  but  in  benediction, 

Ingersoll. 


Note.  If  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  is  obtainable  for  this  celebration,  it  may  be 
draped  with  a  flag,  and  the  exercises  may  close  by  permitting  the  children  to  pass 
up  and  place  a  wreath  upon  it.  As  the  flag  is  lifted  follow  with  the  recitation  of 
"The  Flag"  by  Dexter  Smith,  the  verse  by  Stoddard,  and  the  singing  of  the  two 
verses  by  Samuel  Francis  Smith,  to  the  tune  of  "Atnerica." 


The  Flag. 

O'er  the  hij<h  and    o'er  the  lowly 
Floats  that  banner  briglil  and   holy, 

In  the  rays  of  Freedom's  sun, 
In  the  nation's  heart  embedded, 
O'er  our  Union  newly  wedded, 

One  in  all,  and  all  in  one. 

Let  that  banner  wave  forever, 
May  its  lustrous  stars  fade  never 

Till  the  stars  shall  pale  on  high; 
While  there's  right  the  wrong  defeating, 
While  there's  hope  in  true  hearts  beating, 

Truth  and  freedom  shall  not  die. 

As  it  floated  long  before  us, 
Be  it  ever  floating  o'er  us. 

O'er  our  land  from  shore  to  shore ; 
There  are  freemen  yet  to  wave  it. 
Millions  who  would  die  to  save  it. 

Wave  it,  save  it,  evermore  ! 

Dexter  Smith. 


This  man  whose  homely  face  you  look  upon 

Was  one  of  Nature's  masterful,  great  men  ; 
Born  with  strong  arms  that  unfought  victories  won. 

Direct  of  speech  and  cunning  with  the  pen. 
Chosen  for  large  designs,  he  had  the  art 

Of  winning  with  his  humor,  and  he  went 
Straight  to  his  mark,  which  was  the  human  heart; 

Wise,  too,   for  what  he  could  not  break,  he  bent. 

Richard  Henry  Stoddard. 

Our  glorious  Land  to-day, 
'Neath  Education's  sway. 

Soars  upward  still. 
Its  halls  of  learning  fair, 
Whose  bounties  all   may  share. 
Behold  them  everywhere 

On  vale  and  hill ! 

Thy  safeguard.  Liberty, 
The  school  shall  ever  be,— 

Our  Nation's  pride  ! 
No  tyrant's  hand  shall  smite,  ^ 

While  with  encircling  might 
All  here  are  taught  the  Right 

With  Truth  allied. 

Samuel  Fraxcis  Smith. 
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